Linkage study of chromosome 6p in sib-pairs with schizophrenia.
Following reports of linkage between schizophrenia and markers in the chromosomal region 6p24-22 we have studied nine microsatellite markers spanning 40 cM of this region in our sample of 102 affected sibling pairs from 86 families. Allele sharing identity by descent was examined using likelihood based sib-pair analysis as implemented by the program SPLINK. No evidence for linkage was obtained and the highest lod score was only 0.192 for D6S309. We conclude that if there is a susceptibility locus for schizophrenia in this region then its effect size is so small as to render our study insufficiently powerful to detect it.